
Frequently Asked Questions regarding Town’s 2016 Petition for Infill Annexation

I. TAXES

PROPERTY TAXES – What is going to happen to my property taxes?

The 2015 property tax rate for residential properties within the Town is 0.023134 (per 1000 
taxable), and 0.028964 (per 1000 taxable) for non-residential properties within the Town.  

Residential: Increase of approximately $50 annually per $100,000 of market value  for 
residential properties within the Town.

Town = $771 per $100,000
County = $721 per $100,000

Non-Residential: Increase of approximately $ 92  annually per $100,000 of market value  for non- 
residential properties within the Town.

Town = $965 per $100,000
County = $873 per $100,000

Will annexation affect my 2016 property taxes?

No, annexation will not affect your 2016 property taxes.  However, annexation will affect your 
2017 property taxes if your property is annexed.   The Town is currently in the process of 
petitioning for annexation before the Municipal Boundary Commission, with a hearing scheduled 
for April 2016.  New tax rates take effect January 1 st  and July 1 st  of each year, so the Town 
would have to notify the state of the annexation by March 31, 2016 to receive the additional 
revenues  in  2016.  Accordingly,  if your property is part of the upcoming annexation, it will not 
increase your property taxes until 2017.  

GROSS RECEIPTS TAX –What does my business need to charge for gross receipts tax?

The current gross receipts tax rate charged by businesses within the Town is 8.0000% (county 
rates are currently 6.5000%). The total municipal gross receipts tax rate collected by the Town is 
1.5000%.  The Town also requires annual registration of your business with a fee of $25.

Can the Town impose taxes for special projects like paving or extending water lines?

Yes, but the Town has no immediate plans to impose such additional taxes as a result of the 
upcoming annexation.    The Town  has the option , after appropriate notice and public  input, to 
create a special improvement district for such things as extending water or sewer lines or for 
paving curbs and sidewalks. These taxes are usually assessed based on front footage of the 
property to the street and nearness to the improvement, and are paid only by the property owners 



who benefit directly  from the improvement.  For capital improvements of value to the entire 
Town, there are also general obligation bond levies, which all property owners in the 
municipality must pay.  That said, such levies must be approved by the majority of voters at a 
Town-wide election prior to imposing the tax.

II. UTILITIES AND SERVICES

Do I have to hook-up to the Town’s sewer system?

Not at this time .   The Town’s current ordinance addressing wastewater treatment states that 
residents within 150 feet of a Town sewer line must connect.  However, the Town has not begun 
to implement this section of the ordinance, so residential  connection to the Town’s sewer system 
is  completely  voluntary.   If you  believe you  meet the  criteria   and wish  to connect to the Town 
sewer system , you  can contact the Town administrator at (505) 286-4518 or visit the Town 
administrative office located at 1911 Historic Route 66.   

Will the Town collect my trash? How much will it cost?

The Town does not have a trash collection service.  Trash collection services are provided by 
private companies.  

Who will respond when I call 911?

The  Town  Police Department  will provide first response to all areas within the Town’s 
jurisdiction.  Fire and EMS services for all areas within the Town are provided by Santa Fe 
County through the Edgewood Volunteer Fire District.   The  Town Police Department’s  average 
response time  for all calls  wit hin Town limits is less than  ten  ( 10 ) minutes .   Town police officers 
and fire and EMS services are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

How are Town Police Department officers dispatched?

All law enforcement and emergency personnel  in Santa Fe County are dispatched through the 
Regional Communications Center in Santa Fe.

Will the Town maintain my road?

County-designated roads  brought in by annexation  will become Town  roads and maintained 
accordingly.   Other roads are assumed to be private.  Roads requested to become public and 
Town-maintained will need to be dedicated to the Town and meet Town standards for width, 
drainage, and other requirements. Any new roads or streets will have to be built according to 
Town standards.    For more information regarding maintenance of private roads,  you  can contact 
the Town administrator at (505) 286-4518 or visit the Town administrative office located at 1911 
Historic Route 66.   



Where can I find a list of roads maintained by the Town and maintenance schedule?

The Town’s road maintenance list can be found at the following link on the Town’s website:
http://www.edgewood-nm.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1077 .  You can also obtain a list of Town- 
maintained roads and the road maintenance schedule by visiting the Town administrative office 
located at 1911 Historic Route 66.

III. ZONING

What will my zoning be?

Zoning has  not  been established for the annexation areas.  As such, zoning will need to be 
established for newly annexed properties at some point through the normal public zoning 
process, pursuant the Town’s Zoning Ordinance No. 2003-4 and state law.  To view the Town’s  
current zoning map online, go to the following address on the Town’s website:
http://www.edgewood-nm.gov/DocumentCenter/View/534 .  For further zoning-related questions, 
you can contact the Town Planning Division at (505) 286-4518 or visit the Town administrative 
office located at 1911 Historic Route 66.   

Will annexation affect my child’s school zone or the school he/she attends?

No. Annexation will not change the school zones.

Can I keep my farm animals?

Yes. The Town does not prohibit farm animals within the Town Limits, as long as the animals do 
not create a public nuisance or health hazard  and care for the animal otherwise complies with the 
provisions of the Town’s Animal Care and Control Ordinance No. 2008-04.

Will I have to obtain a business permit from the Town for my commercial business?

Yes, all commercial businesses within the Town must have a Commercial Business Permit 
issued annually.   That form can be found on the Town website at the following link:  
http://www.edgewood-nm.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1508 .    You can also obtain the form at the 
Town municipal office located at 1911 Historic Route 66 Edgewood, NM.   There is an annual 
fee of $25.00 for Commercial Business Permits.  

Will I be able to continue my home business?

Yes,  but home- based businesses  within the Town  need a  Residential Business Permit  issued 
annually.  That form can be found on the Town website at the following link:  
http://www.edgewood-nm.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1509 .  You can also obtain the form  at the 
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Town municipal  office located at 1911 Historic Route 66 Edgewood, NM .  There is an annual 
fee of $25.00 for Residential Business Permits.  

What types of businesses can I operate on my property?

The type of business you can operate on your property depends on the zoning district in which 
your property is located.  To determine your zoning district, check the Town zoning map located 
at the following link:   http://www.edgewood-nm.gov/DocumentCenter/View/534 .  Once you’ve 
determined your zoning district, check to see what the “permitted uses” are in your district.  If 
the use you seek is not listed in the permitted uses section, check the “conditional use” section to 
determine if your desired use requires a conditional use permit.   For further zoning-related 
questions, you can contact the Town Planning Division at (505) 286-4518 or visit the Town 
administrative office located at 1911 Historic Route 66.   

What happens if my property (or structures built on it) don’t conform to Town building or 
fire codes, or other Town zoning regulations?

The Town has adopted state building code regulations, which can be found at 14.7.2 NMAC 
through 14.7.8 NMAC.   The Town has  also  adopted the Santa Fe County Fire Prevention Code 
(Santa Fe County Ordinance No. 1988-11).  To the extent a newly annexed property does not 
otherwise  conform with current Town zoning regulations, any  “ non - conforming use ”  will be 
allowed to continue as a non-conforming use ,  unless the Town Council finds —at a public 
hearing—that the use is an imminent danger to public health, safety and welfare. 
Nonconforming uses are addressed in Section 33 of the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.
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